To the Candidate,


Congratulations on attaining eligibility to apply for membership in the Mandarin High chapter of the National Honor Society. You have distinguished yourself by your academic performance and you should take pride in your accomplishment. However, membership in this most special organization involves far more than academics.


There are four cornerstones that make up the foundation of the NHS. They are scholarship, leadership, service, and character. Each of these areas carries equal “weight” in determining whether an applicant is accepted for membership. Once admitted, members are expected to demonstrate excellence in all four domains on a daily basis.


Scholarship is probably the easiest to understand. You either have the grades, or you do not. Upon admission to NHS, members are required to maintain a certain grade-point average. Failure to maintain that level of excellence will initially result in a probationary period, during which time the student must raise their GPA to the required level. Failure to do so will ultimately result in the student losing membership in NHS.


NHS members are expected to be leaders. Of course it is impossible for everyone to be the president of a club, team, or organization, but leadership can be observed (and is most needed) in the classroom. Students who attend class every day are demonstrating leadership. Students who quietly caution their talkative classmates to be quiet themselves are demonstrating leadership. You need to realize that members of NHS are held up as role models to the rest of the school. Demonstrating appropriate behaviors enables you to serve in that leadership role.


Character is critical to the NHS. This domain covers anything and everything associated with academic honesty, ethics, integrity, and behavior in the classroom. Attendance and reliability are included in this domain. NHS members are expected to be in class, on time, with materials, and ready to proceed. NHS members do not require constant requests from a teacher to pay attention, to not be distracting, and to follow the rules of the classroom. The members of the NHS are bound by an Honor Code.  The honor code of the National Honor Society at this school states:

“ I will not use, nor will I give or receive unauthorized assistance on any exercise for which I am to be graded. I will not represent another person’s work as my own. I will not tolerate these behaviors in others.”

NHS members do not cheat. NHS members do not copy someone else’s homework. NHS members do not plagiarize. NHS members are expected (make that required) to inform a teacher when someone else is cheating.      Failure to do so makes the member as guilty as the person actually cheating. We cannot stress enough the importance of this Honor Code to the NHS. It literally is our soul. As a candidate, you must ask yourself whether you are willing to live by this code each and every day. If you are not willing to hold yourself and those around you to this standard, you should not apply to the NHS. 


Finally, there is Service. The NHS is a service organization. As such, members are required to participate in a number of NHS directed service projects and participate in other volunteer service activities. The NHS projects include (but are not limited to) fund-raising for the Muscular Dystrophy Association and academic tutoring. In addition, members may participate in any number of community based Bright Futures Scholarship eligible service opportunities outside of the school (i.e. Habijax, church-sponsored community activities, and events for health-related organizations).


Applicants are informed that members must have performed 100 hours of Bright Futures Eligible Service in order to walk with the National Honor Society at the graduation ceremony. Applicants should also be aware that the NHS meets once each month after school. Members are required to attend these meetings. Failure to attend meetings is grounds for consideration of revocation of membership in the National Honor Society. Applicants who cannot satisfy the service and/or time requirements of this organization are counseled to consider whether they wish to apply.  There will not be any special accommodations made for students who are unwilling or unable to meet the described standards. This will include students having schedules including dual enrollment classes off campus.

If you are willing to embrace these four qualities, you should now begin the work of completing your application. Please read the instructions carefully as you fill out the form. It is critical that you pay attention to the deadlines associated with the submission of the application and its components. No student submitting a late or incomplete application will be considered for membership this year. 


Again, congratulations on reaching this point. We look forward to receiving your portfolio.


Sincerely,


The Faculty Committee of the Mandarin High National Honor Society 

